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Introducing the Phonetic Symbols:                                                                    2  
 

Vowels: 
 

i         ..             is front, spread and high 

u        ..             is back, rounded and high 

e        ..             is front, spread and mid 

o        ..             is back, rounded and mid 

ae       ..            is front, spread and low 

ó         ..            is back, rounded and low 

a         ..            is central, spread and low 

-˘        ..            is the symbol of nasal sound                                                                                     
-i         ..            is the glide to the i position 

-u        ..            is the glide to the u position 

-e        ..            is the glide to the e position 

-o        ..            is the glide to the o position 

 

Consonants: 
 

ng        ..            is the velar nasal ( like ng ) 

m         ..            is bilabial nasal 

n          ..            is alveolar nasal 

l           ..            is alveolar with high tongue position 

r           ..           is made by the underside of the tongue tip from the retroflex     position    

                          flapping down once just above the upper teeth ridge 

r          ..             tongue tip makes a groove in the middle and flaps up against the upper  

                          teeth ridge while producing a fricative ( It is not a long trill )  

h         ..             voiceless puff of breath 

ś         ..             is a hushing sibilant without the rounding of the lips  

s         ..             is a hissing sibilant 

k, g      ..            are velar sounds, never further back in the mouth 

c, j       ..            are lamina-palatal affricated plosives 

t, d       ..            are retroflex alveolar 

t, d       ..            are dental 

p, b      ..            are bilabial 

kh 

gh 

ch 

jh                                  are aspirate plosives 

th 

dh 

dh 

ph 

bh 

 

Consonant Sounds: 
 

 Voiceless Voiceless     Voiced   Voiced      

 Unaspirated Aspirated Unaspirated Aspirated Nasal Trill Flap Lateral Spirant 

Velar       kó      khó        gó           ghó           ng     

Palatal       có      chó        jó         jhó              

Retroflex       tó      thó        dó        dhó         ró        śó 

Dental       tó      thó        dó        dhó        nó         ró           ló       só    

Labial       pó              phó        bó        bhó       mó     
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Lesson-1                                          3 
PRESENT TENSE 

 

Example -1:  root- oth. (o - u) 

 

Note: In this sentence, ‘oth’ is the verb root. In first person ‘o’ changes to ‘u’ and in second or third  

           person ‘o’ doesn’t change: Here ‘i’ is the personal ending for ami/amra, ‘o’ is the personal ending  

           for tumi/tomra, ‘e’ is the personal ending for śe/tara, and ‘en’ is the personal ending for apni/  

           apnara and tini/tăra. 

 

Drill 1: Conjugate the following verbs -  

 
Example. 2: Root-kόr. (ό - o) 

 

Note:  Here in first person the sound ‘ό’ changes to ‘o’ and in second or third person ‘ό’ remains same. 

 

Drill 2:  Conjugate the following verbs: 
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Example 3: Root- daekh.. (ae - e) 

 

Note: In the above sentences, the verb root is ‘daekh’. In first person the vowel sound ‘ae’changes to ‘e’  

            and in second and in third persons ‘ae’ never changes. 

 

Drill 3:  Conjugate the following verbs: 

Example 4:  Root-śekh. (e - i) 

 

Note: In these sentences the verb root is ‘śekh’ and here in first person ’e’ changes to ‘i’. In second and  

            third person ‘e’ doesn’t change. 

 
Drill 4: Conjugate the following verbs:  
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Example 5:  Root-‘aś. (a - a) 

 

Note:  In the above sentences ‘aś’ is the verb root. In present tense ‘a’ is the exception. ‘a’ will not  

            change for any person. 

 
Drill 5:  Conjugate the following verbs:  
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Differential Drill: 
 

 

Note:  For singular and plural subject we use the same ending. 
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Present (Positive)     Present (Negative) 
 

 

Note:  In negative sentence we add ‘na’ at the end of the sentence. 

 
EXERCISE- 1: Correct the following sentences: 

 

    
2. Translate into Bengali:                                                                                                                             
 

1*  Where does she live in? 

 

2*  I go to club on Friday. 

                                                                                                                                               6 
3*  When do you go to office? 

 

4*  We walk (hat) everyday. 
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3. Translate into English:       
                                                                                                                 

 
4. Fill in the blanks: 
 

 
5. Change into Plural: 

 

 


